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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: The thickness range, 0.1-0.2 inches, and the density range, 
240-480 kilograms per cubic centimeter, of the cellular urethane foam gasket that is 
claimed in claims 6, 12, and 18 should also be cited in the specification. 

The thickness range of the laminated polyester film, 0.001-0.002 inches, that is 
claimed in claims 7, 13, and 19 should also be cited in the disclosure. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The word, 
"Developments" on page 1, line 11 should be "Development". The word "in" on page 2, 
line 30 should be "is". The word "an" on page 3, line 15 should be "and". The reference 
to Fig. 7a on page 4, line 5 should be Fig. 9a. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 6, 12, 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

The density of the cellular urethane foam gasket is cited as 240-480 kilograms 
per cubic centimeter. This is considered to be an error because the density range listed 
is an unrealistic one. The intended density is interpreted to be 240-480 kilograms per 
cubic meter. The disclosure specifies an exemplary material with the required properties 
of the cellular urethane foam is PORON 4701-50 produced by Rogers Corporation of 
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Woodstock, Connecticut. PORON 4701-50 has a density range of 240-480 kilograms 
per cubic meter. 

Claims 7, 13, 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
The use of the words "cellular foam gasket" should be "cellular urethane foam 
gasket". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 8-11, and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Ban et al. (US 6,014,536). 

With respect to Claim 1 , Ban et al. discloses a receptacle for containing 
particulate material (Fig. 16), and for facilitating replenishing the particulate material 
from said replenishment receptacle into a reservoir of an electrostatographic 
reproduction apparatus, said replenishment receptacle comprising: 

a container (Fig. 16, element 12), including a chamber defining orifice (column 
17, lines 31-34), said chamber capable of being filled with the particulate material 
through said orifice; 

a closure (Fig. 16, element 13) connected to said container, said closure having 
inner surfaces adjacent to said orifice and outer surfaces opposite said inner surfaces 
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(Fig. 16), said outer surfaces having at least two tab-like features (Fig. 16, element 13 
a) for locating said closure, with said container attached thereto, relative to the reservoir 
(column 17, lines 1 1-24), said tab-like features positioned and shaped so that said 
closure may be produced by an injection molding process (column 4, lines 59-65), 
including a mold having only two separable parts for ready removal of said closure, with 
said at least two tab-like features (the specific mold does not define structure not found 
in Ban et al.), from said mold; and 

a cover (Fig. 16, element 14), operatively connectable to said closure, for 
selectively closing said orifice after said container is filled with particulate material, and 
opening said orifice after said closure, with said container attached thereto, is located, 
by said at least two tab-like features, relative to the reservoir (column 17, lines 1 1-42). 

With respect to claim 2, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
Claim 1 , wherein said container has at least one protrusion, said closure defines at least 
one notch (column 17, lines 8-10), wherein, when said closure is connected to said 
container, said at least one protrusion engages said at least one notch, thereby locking 
said closure to said container to prevent accidental separation of said closure from said 
container during shipping and handling (when the cap is attached it prevents accidental 
separation). 

With respect to claim 3, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
Claim 1 , wherein said closure defines a groove and said cover slides into said groove 
(Fig. 2, element 1e). 
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With respect to claim 4, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
Claim 3, wherein said cover has an inner side, facing said orifice, and a outer side, 
opposite said inner side, said inner side having a cellular urethane foam gasket 
connected thereto (column 17, lines 4-7), for sealing against flow of the particulate 
material past said cover, thereby preventing leakage of the particulate material from 
said container. 

With respect to claim 5, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
claim 4, wherein said outer side of said cover has at least one ramp-shaped protruding 
feature (Fig. 1 1 , element 3c) (column 1 1 , lines 60-62), which permits said cover to be 
inserted into said groove, but prevents said cover from being fully withdrawn from said 
groove after being inserted into said groove. 

With respect to Claim 8, Ban et al. discloses a receptacle for containing 
particulate material (Fig. 16), and for facilitating replenishing the particulate material 
from said replenishment receptacle into a reservoir of an electrostatographic 
reproduction apparatus, said replenishment receptacle comprising: 

A container (Fig. 16, element 12), having a contiguous flange (Fig. 1, element 1b) 
(columnl, lines 22-25) which defines a orifice (column 17, lines 31-34) in said container 
for filling said container with particulate material, said flange having an inner surface 
facing said orifice and an outer surface having at least one protrusion (column 17, lines 
8-10). 

A closure (Fig. 16, element 13) having an inner wall for mating with said flange 
(column 17, lines 8-10), said inner wall defining at least one notch which engages with 
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said at least one protrusion, thereby locking said closure to said container, said closure 
additionally having inner surfaces adjacent to said orifice and outer surfaces opposite 
said inner surfaces (Fig. 16), said outer surfaces having at least two tab-like features 
(Fig. 16, element 13 a) for locating said closure, with said container attached thereto, 
relative to the reservoir (column 17, lines 11-24), said tab-like features positioned and 
shaped so that said closure may be produced by an injection molding process (column 
4, lines 59-65), including a mold having only two separable parts for ready removal of 
said closure, with said at least two tab-like features, from said mold; and 

A cover (Fig. 16, element 14), operatively connectable to said closure, for 
selectively closing said orifice after said container is filled with particulate material, and 
opening said orifice after said closure, with said container attached thereto, is located, 
by said at least two tab-like features, relative to the reservoir (column 17, lines 1 1-42). 

With respect to claim 9, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
Claim 8, wherein said closure defines a groove and said cover slides into said groove 
(Fig. 2, element 1e). 

With respect to claim 10, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
Claim 9, wherein said cover has an inner side, facing said orifice, and a outer side, 
opposite said inner side, said inner side having a cellular urethane foam gasket 
connected thereto (column 17, lines 4-7), for sealing against flow of the particulate 
material past said cover, thereby preventing leakage of the particulate material from 
said container. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
claim 10, wherein said outer side of said cover has at least one ramp-shaped protruding 
feature (Fig. 1 1 , element 3c) (column 11, lines 60-62), which permits said cover to be 
inserted into said groove, but prevents said cover from being fully withdrawn from said 
groove after being inserted into said groove. 

With respect to Claim 14, Ban et al. discloses a replenishment receptacle for 
containing particulate material (Fig. 16), and for facilitating replenishing the particulate 
material from said replenishment receptacle into a reservoir of an electrostatographic 
reproduction apparatus, said replenishment receptacle comprising: 

A container (Fig. 16, element 12), defining an orifice (column 17, lines 31-34), 
and capable of being filled with particulate material through said orifice, said orifice 
having sides protruding from said container, said sides having inner surfaces adjacent 
to said orifice, and outer surfaces opposite said inner surfaces (Fig. 16), said outer 
surfaces having at least two protruding features (Fig. 16, element 13 a) for locating said 
container relative to the reservoir (column 17, lines 11-24) and 

A cover (Fig. 16, element 14), operatively connectable to said container, for 
selectively closing said orifice after said container is filled with particulate material, and 
opening said orifice after said container is located relative to the reservoir (column 17, 
lines 11-42). 

With respect to claim 15, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
claim 14, wherein said inner surfaces of said sides define a groove and said cover 
slides into said groove (Fig. 2, element 1e). 
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With respect to claim 16, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
claim 15, wherein said cover has an inner side, facing said orifice, and a outer side, 
opposite said inner side, said inner side having a cellular urethane foam gasket 
connected thereto (column 17, lines 4-7), for sealing against flow of the particulate 
material past said cover, thereby preventing leakage of the particulate material from 
said container. 

With respect to claim 17, Ban et al. discloses the replenishment receptacle of 
claim 16, wherein said outer side of said cover has at least one ramp-shaped protruding 
feature (Fig. 1 1 , element 3c) (column 1 1 , lines 60-62), which permits said cover to be 
inserted into said groove, but prevents said cover from being fully withdrawn from said 
groove after being inserted into said groove. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 12, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ban et al. (US 6,014,536). 

With respect to claims 6, 12 and 18 Ban et al. discloses the replenishment 
receptacle of claims 4, 10, and 16 respectively having a foam gasket (column 17, lines 
4-7). Ban et al does not disclose the gasket thickness is in the range of 0.1-0.2 inches 
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thick and has density in the range of 240-480 kilograms per cubic centimeter. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention 
to select PORON trademarked foam for the urethane seal of Ban et al. Note, it has been 
held to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the 
basis of its suitability for the intended use, In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

Claims 7, 13, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ban et al. (US 6,014,536) as applied to claims 6, 12, and 18 above, and further in 
view of Ban et al. (US 6,438,345). 

With respect to claims 7, 13, and 19, Ban et al. (US 6,014,536) discloses the 
replenishment receptacle of claims 6, 12, and 18, respectively as set forth in the 35 
USC 103 (a) rejections above. However, (US 6,014,536) does not disclose the cellular 
foam gasket including a laminated polyester film with thickness range 0.001-0.002 
inches. 

Ban et al. (US 6,438,345) discloses a polyester film with thickness in the range of 
0.001-0.002 inches (Section "Precise Positioning Means", column 28, lines 18-23). Ban 
et al teaches that " in order to improve the sealing performance while reducting, or at 
least without increasing, the force necessary to drive the shutters, a piece of flexible film 
42 as a low friction material is pasted to the sealing member 41" (Section "Seal 
Member" column 16, lines 62-65). 

Ban et al. (US 6,014,536) and Ban et al. (US 6,438,345) are analogous art 
because they are from the same field of endeavor, namely toner supply containers. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to form the 
toner supply container as disclosed in Ban et al. (US 6,014,536) including a laminated 
polyester film with thickness 0.001-0.002 inches. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to acquire a low 
friction surface for the slide cover to slide open and shut while maintaining the overall 
required thickness for the entire seal member. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dirx (US 5,710,963) discloses a toner supply container with a 
closure, slide cover, seal member, flange, and at least one protrusion on the container, 
with at least one notch defined in the closure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lauren J. Daniel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8926. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray, can be reached on (571) 272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Lauren J. Daniel 




